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PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
MINUTES – 18.04.24 

BCRH at 7.00 pm  
 
Present: Clergy: Father Ruscillo (Parish Priest, Chair) 
 
Church Reps: Pat Cadman and Ann Watson (St A); Carolyn Aitkin and  Kathy Holden-Smith (OLSW); Ros 
Gibson and Greg Smith (Christ the King);  Jack Johnstone (OLSJ); Kath Cameron and Francesca Robinson 
(St MM) 
 
Committee Reps: Paul Lovell (Building and H&S) (part time); Tricia Turner (Safeguarding) 
 
Apologies: Father Harrison (Assistant Priest); Father Siandele (Assistant Priest); Father Gaskin (Assistant 
Priest); Rev Bill Kirkley (Deacon); Tina Battle and Vinish Maliekal (St B); James Knox (OLSJ); Ann Pinguey 
(Finance) 

1. Welcome and Prayer 
Father Ruscillo formally welcomed Bishop Raphael (Bishop of Monze, Zambia) and Father Spencer, 
Chaplain to the Zambian community in UK, living in London. 
 
The opening prayer was led by Bishop Raphael and he went on to explain about his Diocese and that he 
is delighted to be here, for the first time in UK, and is coming to have an understanding of how the 
chaplaincy of the Zambian community works. 
 
Father Ruscillo emphasised how happy the Parish of Our Lady of Perpetual Help is for Fr Oliver to be 
here, being enriched as a priest during his work with us, and making a valuable contribution to the 
work in the parish - he has made a big impact and is much loved. Father Oliver visits a large number of 
the sick in the parish, which is only one of the many ways he is enriching the work in the parish. 
 
Father Raphael went on the give some very interesting details about his Diocese, the work being done 
and the hardships being suffered (mainly due to an unprecedented drought). 

 
2. Minutes of the last Meeting (21.3.24) 
Approved as a true reflection of the meeting. 

 
3. Matters Arising not covered on the Agenda 

None 
 

4. PPC Business  
None, at present 
 
5. Reports 
(a) Tricia Turner (Safeguarding): everything up to date 

Approval for the distribution of Level 1 Safeguarding Training leaflets sought and given 
Action: Tricia to co-ordinate the distribution of the leaflets to ALL volunteers not requiring a DBS 
check, eg, welcomers; flower arrangers; cleaners; Volunteers in BCRH; musicians; choir; Readers; 
tea/coffee makers, Eucharistic Ministers (who minister in church only) etc, etc. 
Action: Tricia to send Level 2 Safeguarding Training link to Francesca 
Action: Tricia to draft a notice to go in the newsletter advising the volunteers of this Mandatory 
‘training’ 
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Notice Boards: 
Parish Safeguarding Reps (PSRs) are currently ensuring safeguarding notices are isolated (either a 
separate board or ‘bordering’ the safeguarding notices so they cannot be used for any other 
information) 
Action: Each PPC member to check each church notice board complies 
 
Syro-Malabar community: DBS checks done through their own administration 
Action Tina/Vinish: This paperwork to be stored at BCRH alongside other DBS documents  
 
Action Father Ruscillo: St MM needs designated Parish Safeguarding Representative 
 
Note: Any PSRs having trouble accessing new emails address should talk to James 

 
(b) Ann Pinguey and Paul Lovell (Buildings and Finance)  
Finance: 
A brief finance report was reviewed. It is hoped the end of year report will be ready for the next 
meeting 
Note: The parish is now paying back the loan for the school building fund (using money from BCRH 
income) 
 
Buildings: 
BCRH Lease 
Periodic Inspections 
Assisting with information for interviews 
Heating turned down 
St Bede’s Hall varia, tables lettings management  
Roof St B’s fixed (insurance) 
Warwick Bridge Heritage Committee 
Fire risk assessment at St MM – some works required 
Fire risk assessment at OLSJ – work required 
Wifi not up and running at Christ the King; Query: what is happening with the work on the car  
park? 
St A heating was broken and is fixed temporarily, awaiting a part 
 
Please note: any issues relating to buildings, please email BCRH 
 

6. Easter Triduum – review 

• Holy Thursday and the Vigil services were very successful (to be held in St MM next year); 

• Six services on Good Friday: while there is value in doing the service in each of the churches, it 
was felt that resources were stretched too far 

• St MM: not a good turnout (less than a Sunday congregation) 

• OLSW: a good attendance (Note: Bill could have led the service at 3.00 pm, as previously) 

• OLSJ: well attended (more than Sunday) 

• CtK: 70 plus  

• St A: good numbers (more than a Sunday) 

• St B: (more than normal Sunday) – attended by many Syro-Malabar parishioners 

• It is proposed to do pretty much the same again next year with a few tweaks and differences, ie, 
there could be another 3.00 pm if Bill is available to lead the service at OLSW; also, it was 
highlighted that St MM and CtK naturally join together as a congregation 
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• Children’s Stations of the Cross at CtK was lovely (the text was brilliant); adults engaged well 

• Walk of Witness: it would be nice to see more people from the different churches. 

• The Knights need more support with the venture 
Action: ask Knights if help can be provided in any way to highlight this valued event 
Suggestions: invitation made from the pulpit, as well as handing out leaflets at the Masses  
 
Point made: It would be good to have the churches open over Easter  
 

7. House Groups – review 
Next agenda 
 

8. Our Lady and St Wilfrid’s – progress  
The next meeting has been postponed to the 25th. Currently, the committee at OLSW mirrors the 
group who worked towards the upgrading of the outside of the building. Much work has already 
been done with the architect; Lincoln University has undertaken a certain amount of the 
investigative work; once the work required has been identified, then funding can be applied for. It 
will cost £40-45K for the investigation. 
It has been suggested that the membership of the committee should be widened to include 
members with experience in fundraising 

 
9. Admin Post at BCRH  

The appointment panel have appointed Betty Fernandes Sequeira, who will start work on the 22nd 
and will, initially, work alongside Mary (increased hours from 30 to 35 plus 4 hours for St MM 
community centre, admin support). Father Ruscillo expressed his thanks to the appointment panel. 
 

10. Parish Sisters  
Father Ruscillo has signed the contract between the Bishop and Superior General. The Sisters will 
be living at St Bede’s (present tenants informed). 
 

11. Youth initiatives - update 
 
a. Spark: 16 parishioners attended yesterday – those attending are enjoying the sessions. There is 

an opportunity for the participants to go on a youth conference in the summer at Ampleforth 
(the cost of this is currently unknown, however, it would be good that everyone could have the 
opportunity of attending and sponsorship by Parishioners/Knights/Catenians will be considered) 

b. Young Adults Group: there is the opportunity of a conference with the same organisation at 
Ampleforth (Father Ruscillo will be attending) - this info will be in this week’s newsletter 
(consider asking for sponsors for this event too) 

 
12. Events  

Mass for the sick – 1st June, Noon Mass at OLSJ and lunch at Waterton Hall 
A volunteer is required to coordinate communication with the Eucharistic Ministers regarding 
inviting the sick and transport, if necessary Action: Suggestions to Father Ruscillo ASAP 
An Invitation, previously used by St B, has been received for use at this event; Greg to provide the 
music; SVP have their contacts to do the catering 

 
13. Holy Hour at St Bede’s                                                                                                                                  

Three people have signed up to facilitate this. 
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14. The New Translation of the Lectionary 
It has been decided to go with Mass leaflets, and giving information to parishioners regarding the 
purchase of their own missals. 
 

15. Any Other Business  
The Computer Suite at Waterton Hall is up and running, with no financial implications for parish. 
The Waterton Hall Committee put in for bid for money for internet access in the hall and has 
received a grant for the equipment - one of the conditions being that it is made available for the 
use of parishioners 
Action: To go in the newsletter (already on flocknote) 
 

16. Date of next meeting 
16th May 
18th July 
17th October 

 
17.  Final Prayer 
Led by Father Ruscillo 

 
 


